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Abstract: Big data is a term which is used a lot to describe the challenges around 

deriving knowledge from data, but complex data is perhaps a better term to describe 

the real bottlenecks which exist. What are needed are methods for representing the 

complexity in a useful and simple way, and it turns out that methods from topology 

can be quite useful in providing organizing principles for data. We will discuss these 

methods, with numerous examples.  
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